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    Preston St Mary Parish Council 

web: prestonstmary.suffolk.cloud 

Minutes of an Additional Meeting of Preston St Mary Parish Council 

held at 8p.m. on Monday 19 February 2018 in the Village Hall 

Present: Vice Chair Cllr Bardzinski welcomed Cllrs Hanlon; Martin, Luck, Bisson and Tasker.  District Cllr 

Clive Arthey, and Parish Clerk, Nicola Smith and 5 members of the public were also present. 

 

1. Apologies 

i. Chair Cllr McGrory was unable to attend due to illness.  In the absence of the 

Chair, all Cllrs agreed for Vice Chairman Cllr Bardzinski to Chair this 

meeting ; 

ii. Cllrs consented to accept the Chair’s apology. 

 

2. To receive Members’ Declarations of Interest 

i. Cllr Martin declared a private interest in agenda item 5 (i) planning application 

DC/18/00161.  Cllr Martin confirmed that his company Steadfast Leisure Ltd 

owns the freehold of the Six Bells and land at the rear.  An application for full 

planning consent is to be made shortly for six affordable homes on the 

brownfield site at the rear of the Six Bells.  Cllr Martin confirmed to the 

Council and Clerk that he would leave the room when item 5 (i) was being 

discussed so that he took no part in any discussions or the decision making 

process in relation to planning application DC/18/00161. 

ii. No gifts of hospitality received; 

iii. No requests for dispensation for pecuniary interests. 

 

3. Public Forum: 

i. Parishioner and member of the Village Hall Committee enquired about 

whether there could be some parking on the outline planning for application 

DC/18/00161, as had been indicated at the consultation event held several 

years ago.  The comments in the planning application were noted in relation to 

this, but it was a concern of the Village Hall that increased housing will lead to 

increased use of the Village Hall which would be welcomed but there is very 

limited parking with cars parking up on the grass at the Village Hall; 

ii. Another parishioner indicated that even when there is not an 

event/group/activity going on at the Village Hall there are occasions that 

visitors to households in the village use the parking spaces at the Village Hall 

to park to ensure that their cars are not parked along The Street.  They could 

only see that this would increase if more homes were built in the village, and 

provision for parking for the use of the Village Hall within the planning 

application would help with that situation; 

iii. Mr Pryke was present at the meeting and confirmed that the application was 

an outline application as he wanted to come along and hear what would work 

best for the village with regards to this application.  He indicated that he 

would go back to the Architects and explain that parking for the use of the VH  

was something that was required by the village. 

 



 

Signed...............................................  Dated................................ 

7/2018 

He confirmed that he had no objection to some parking for the use of the 

Village Hall and he felt that it would be a very good idea; 

iv. Cllr Hanlon asked to report at this point in the meeting (in the absence of Cllrs 

Reporting on the Agenda) that there was very recently a Wedding at the 

Church and there were a lot of tractor vehicles present.  They have damaged 

the verges on the Village Green and outside of Mr Prykes home.  Discussion 

took place and it is a possibility that the wedding was associated to Strutt & 

Parker.  Clerk will email Martin Bowers and ask that any damage be repaired. 

 

4. Correspondence:  (General correspondence has been circulated by email) 

 

i. Email from SALC dated 5 February 2018 regarding “Suffolk Highways – 

Community Self Help Further Information”.  Clerk went through the survey 

questions and Cllrs provided responses as to what jobs were already carried 

out by some volunteers in the parish.  Clerk will submit response. 

ii. Email dated 12 February 2018 from parishioner regarding water laying across 

the road and junction of Church Lane and The Street.  Following discussion 

and some advice from District Cllr Arthey, Cllrs agreed to contact SCC 

Highways Department so that they could investigate as to where this water is 

coming from, as Cllrs and parishioner were reporting that it was not something 

that they could remember happening before. 

 

 

5. Planning Matters 

 

(i) Planning application DC/18/00161 – Application for outline planning 

permission.  Erection of no 9 residential dwellings with associated garages, 

parking, roads and accesses to The Street.  Land adjacent to The Street, The 

Street, Preston St Mary. 

 

Cllrs Martin left the room at this stage of the meeting and in accordance with 

his declaration of interest at item 2(i) of the Agenda. 

 

Cllr Hanlon confirmed that in theory she agreed with the outline planning.  

She was pleased to see the retention of lots of hedges and hoped that this 

would help the new housing blend into what was a rural countryside village.  

She was pleased that the issue of parking had been raised in the public forum 

and agreed that parking facilities for the Village Hall would be a benefit to the 

village and she would like to see this on the planning application. 

 

Cllr Tasker commented that he thought the new homes would be good for the 

village. 

 

Cllr Luck commented that he would also like to see adequate parking spaces 

being provided for the use of the Village Hall, but also adequate parking 

spaces for each of the new homes so that parked cars did not start to park up 

on The Street, otherwise he agreed with the outline planning. 
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Cllr Bisson commented that he also agreed with the outline planning subject to 

the issue of parking, but asked the Clerk to comment in the response to the 

planning department that the Village does not have a bus service as stated in 

the application.  The bus service has ceased approximately 4 or 5 years ago. 

 

Cllr Bardzinski commented that he also agreed in principal with the outline 

planning application subject to adequate parking being provided at each of the 

nine new homes, and he would also like the village to benefit by some parking 

being provided at the front of the development for the use of the Village Hall.  

Cllr Bardzinski noted that the site was effectively split in two.  On one side 

where there were a greater number of homes there was just one access route in 

and out and he wondered whether this was the best way to approach that but 

appreciated that the planning department would consider that. 

 

Subject to the above no objections were raised to the density of nine new 

properties on the outline planning. 

 

Clerk would submit comments to the planning department.   

 

 

 

Next Meeting: 27th March 2018 

Meeting closed:  8.35pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


